Assignment #1

Basic Proposals

Using any of the variables listed on the next page, come up with THREE different research ideas.
What I’m looking for:
a) A research title
b) A hypothesis
c) A design (independent variables [including levels] and dependent variables)
d) A specific prediction concerning the outcome (based on your intuitions)
The due date for this assignment is one week from today.
THREE OF MY EXAMPLES:
1a. The Effects of Room Color on Algebra Performance.
1b. It is expected that the color of a classroom in which students learn algebra will influence how
well they learn the material.
1c. The independent variable called ROOM COLOR will have three levels (red, grey, blue). The
dependent variable PERFORMANCE will be measured by the percentage scores the students
receive on their final exams.
1d. The prediction is that exam scores will be best in the warmer colored classroom (red) and
worst in the cooler colored classroom (blue), whereas the exam scores from students in the
neutral colored classroom will be in between the red and blue.
2a. The Relationship Between Cleanliness and Dating Frequency Among College Students.
2b. How clean or dirty a person is in their personal hygiene will be related to how often they get
to go on romantic dates per month
2c. The independent variable CLEANLINESS will be determined by asking students how many
showers and baths they take on average per month. The dependent variable DATING will be
the students’ answers to the question, “How many dates do you go on in an average month?”
2d. It is expected that the number of dates a person has in a month will increase relative to their
level of cleanliness (number of showers or baths per month).
3a. Does Whispering Make People More or Less Believable?
3b. How secretive a person behaves might make people more likely to believe the information
that person is saying.
3c. The independent variable PRESENTATION-MODE has two levels (secretive [whisper] and
non-secretive [normal speaking voice]). The dependent variable will be subjects’ 7-point
rating of the believability of what they hear on a video recording of a person stating a factual
message. The scale will be 1 = not at all believable to 7 = definitely believable.
3d. My prediction is that subjects will rate a message as more believable (true) on a 7-point scale
when they watch a video of a person whispering compared with when they watch a video of
a person telling the same information in a normal speaking voice.
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